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There is a new ray of hoEe
e

for jumbos, courtesy t
infra red technique, Electronic
solution is in the offing to stop
elephant deaths on railway
tracks by speeding trains. The
pilot project of e-tagging jum-
bos is being developed jointly
by Wl and IIT Delhi. The effi-
cacy of the project will be test-
ed in Rajaji National Park in
Uttarakhand this month.

The pilot project comes as
an outcome of the decision
taken in high level meetin;
between Environment an
Railway Ministry in January
this year. The meeting had
been called after five pachy-
derms were killed being hit by
the speeding Coromandal

Express in Odisha on recent years,

Dainik Jagaran ND 9/04/2013
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December 30, 2012. Several ele-
phants have been killed on rail
tracks in West Bengal too in
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@ Pilot project of etagging jumbos is
and 1[T-De

at a high-level meeting between
[ Environment and Railway Mini .
B ) Movement of electronically-tagged
elephants would be monitored by
wildiife and forest staff e

3 A list of vulnerable patches for
wildlife would b drawn up and
¥ conveyed to the Raijways, to enable.
- them to give directions for trains « ~
o siow down alongth

According to AM Singh,
Director, Project Elephant
under MoEF, the technique is
aimed to forewarn the rail dri-

“ver through infra red signals
* emitted from the e-collars. He
pointed out that the Railway
_officials have been harping
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t across rly tracks

that the drivers need to be
informed about 15 minutes in
advance on the movement of
elephants as superfast speeding
trains take some time
to slow down.

The movement of elec-
tronically tagged elephants
would be monitored by wildlife
and forest staff who in turn will
warn nearest railway control
room in time to enable them to
avoid accident, he said. Rajaji
National Park, being close to
Delhi, would be cost effective
in terms of expenses and
logistics, to try out the project,
he added.

Later, a list of vulnerable
patches for wildlife would be
drawn and conveyed to the
Railways to enable them to give
directions for trains to slow
down their speed in these

P12

atches in the normal course,
e said.

Biswajit Mohanty, Member
of National Board For Wildlife
(NBWL), pointed out that it is
difficult to e-tag each and
every elephant that may come
near the track. He pointed out
that the train that mowed
down the elephants in Odisha
was moving at a speed of near-
ly 100 km per hour. The impact
of the collision was so severe
that a mature foetus was
pushed out of the womb of a
female elephant. This occurred,
despite the fact that the Indian
Railways itself has put up at
least 10 display boards,
indicating it as elephant corri-
dor. Hence, speed control of
trains while moving through
such tracks is the only solution,
he added.
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“Smart Industry-Institute Linkages Needed’

Creating opportu-
nities to ensure
young people
have employable skills and consoli-
dating the existing ones before cre-
ating new institutions are issues occu-
pying his mind, humanresource
development minister MM Pallam
Raju teils Urmi A Goswami, Excerpts:

Bl apriority?

Itis notapriarity in terms of capacity
building. Foreign universities havetwo
aspects~content and brand. If we focus
onthe brand, we could lose out onthe
content. The idea is to focus on the con-
tent, Take, for example, the I1SB model,
which focuses on knowledge content
and gets visiting faculty. Partnerships

- should be at the knowledge level, sowe

What are yourfocus areas right
now?

Teacher training and building skills are
two important areas. On vocational skill
building. | have already had a co-
ordination meeting with 17 ministries.
We are speaking inone voice to create
opportunities to ensure young people
have employable skill sets. The HRD
ministry s taking the initiativeand we
will continue todrive the process.
Whatever Kapil Sibal did was wellin-
tentioned and forward iooking. | wantta
betransparentarid clear in doing my bit.

What Is your view of the pending
education retorms bilis?

{am hoping to get some through inthe
Budget session, butam not hungup on
them. We are exploring ways to meet
the objectives of these legislations. The
accreditation, educational tribunal and
unfair practices legislations are being
givenpriority.

Isthe Foreign Education Providers

must create conditions to encourage
greater exchange of faculty and mobil-
ity of students. That 1s what we should
look atinstead of getting hungup on
the brand of the university.

Any plan toraisethe number of
public-funded higher education
Institutes?

Thereis definitely a need forincreasing
capacity in higher egucation; 2 large
partof this is being met in the technical
educationsegment by the private sec-
tor and inthe non-technical by the
state sector. Inthe public sector, we
will do whatever wecanafford. Anum-
ber of institutions were created inthe
11thPlan, so inthe 12th Plan we must
focus on consolidation. We are facing
30% faculty shortagesinthe newin-
stitutions, so itdoesn't make senseto
start announcing new institutions
without consolidating what we have.
For now, there are no plans for new
IMsandITs. ~

should for-profit education

s e i

HRD Minister MM Pallam Raju

Institutions be allowed to meet the
demand?

Idon't believe that someone who sets
upaninstitution should be able to take
out the money from the institution or
pay dividends to shareholders. lamnot
saying thatinstitutions should be set
upfor charity. [tshould be viable and
sustainable, thatis why we allowed the
IITs toincrease fees, though fees ac-
count foronly 20% of the entire fund-
ingofthe lITs. The private sector
played a big role inproviding the ca-
pacity for higher education, but we aiso
have to make sure they provide the
quality. Right now how so many engi-
neering colleges are surviving? They
aresurviving because they can gener-
ateincome from fees, How to address
the industry's complaint that the ma-
jority of the graduates are unemploy-

able? Once you allow highfees, anyone
who can pay will get inwhereas de-
serving students whoare unabletopay
and have not been able to get into the
government colleges will be lefthigh
and dry. Thenyou will get more unem-
ployable graduates. Industry and in-
stitutes need to build smarter linkages.

What are these smarter linkages
withindustry?

Lock at what the iTs aredoing. They
get substantial funding for R&D pro-
grammes from MNCs by working on
their research. The IPR belongs to the
MNCs. if the research generates some
IPR, and its utilisation fetches some
revenue thenthatisa modeltolookat.|
want Indiancompaniesto fund re-
searchasweil andthe IPR can belong
Jjointly tathe Indiancompany and the
institution, say the lIT.Indiaisalarge *
market, anda product for our country
would have a worldwide market. We
made a small beginning with the CDot
exchanges made for our conditions and
it found a market in Africa. | toldthe
ITs that | would like them to work on
developing solutions to our problems.
There are many 1ssues that need ta be
addressed such as waste disposal sys-
tem, water management etc. { will keep
talking to our industries and our in-
stitutions. ITis our biggast revenue
earner but we have no IPR, itisonly
creatingemployment.

Whatis your view onallowing liIMs
amd IITs to set up foreign campuses?
Ifthey see a business mode} where
they ¢an leverage their strengths out-
side the country thenwhy not? 1 want
to enable good institutions, private or
public. If it is a good institute, we want
tocreate anenvironment where we
canhelp them expand.
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Profs 1n

soup as

II'T-Kgp takes
back affidavit

DEEPAK XUMAR JHA B

NEW DELH!

Under pressure, IIT-
Kharagpur has withdrawn

its affidavit from the Delhi
High Court, wherein it had
challenged the Central
Vigilance Commission’s (CVC)
jurisdiction over the institute.

This, in effect, could mean
that action is now certain
against the three senior 1T
professors indicted in the
CoalNet scam, against
whom the CVC had recom-
mended major penalty, includ-
ing provision for dismissal
from service.

IIT-Kharagpur Registrar
Tapan Kumar Ghosal on Friday
submitted an'amended affidavit
on behalf of the institute. “I
state that without prejudice to
the rights and contentions of
respondent number 4 (IIT-
Kharagpur), I seek to with-
draw/delete paragraphs of the
reply affidavit filed on March
20, 2013....1 have perused and
examined records of the mat-
ter and am fully conversant
with facts and circumstances of
the case,” he stated in the
amended affidavit.

IIT-Kharagpur, a public
funded institute established by
an Act of Parliament, had cre-
ated a flutter when it stated that
the institute does not fall under
CVC purview, in an affidavit on
March 20. Taking strong excep-
tion to the institute’s affidavit,
the CVC had sought clarifica-
tion from the HRD Ministry.

Following this, the
Ministry summoned IIT-
Kharagpur director-officiatin.
Prof Shankar Kumar Som an
Ghosal last week. The Ministry

After brouhaha
and Ministry
summons,
IT-Kharagpur

Registrar Tapan
Kumar Ghosal
submits amended
affidavit in court

summons came following the
CVC’s query, on the basis of
The Pioneer’s report, about
grounds on which IIT-
Kharagpur took the *mislead-
ing’ stand.

Sources said Som and
Ghosal met top HRD officials
and requested the Ministry to
drop charges of ‘fixation of
responsibility, which the
Ministry sought todo.  °

Three professors - IIT-
Patna director Prof AK
Bhowmick, IIT-Kharagpur
dean and director-select Prof
PP Chakraborty and retired
Prof RN Banerjee - are facing
m:;jor penalty proceedings
ordered by CVC and the HRD
Ministry for involvement in the
Rs 40-crore CoalNet scam,

The ‘misleading’ affidavit
was, in fact, a precursor to the
institute’s board of governors
meet to respond to the CVC’s
direction to the Ministry to ini-
tiate major penalty proceedings
Bhowmick, Chakraborty and
Banerjee. “Since they have

placed an amended affidavit, it -

is clear the institute falls under
purview of CVC and they
would have to initiate action
against the dons,” said an HRD
Ministry official.

Millennium Post ND
09.04.2013 P-3

IIT withdraws
affidavit against
vigilance body

NEW DELHI: Under
apparent pressure from the
Human Resources Devel-
opment Ministry, IIT
Kharagpur (IIT-Kgp) has
withdrawn an affidavit filed
in Delhi High Court, chal-
lenging the jurisdiction of
Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC), which had
directed action against three
IIT professors for their
alleged involvement in a
scam, here on Monday. The
development comes after
the Ministry summoned top
HT-Kgp officials last week to
seek an explanation, sources
said, adding that the affidavit
was withdrawn on Monday.
They said the ball is now
in IIT-Kgp's court to act fast
against the professors before
the ministry contemplates its
next move. The summoning
of the officials last Thursday
came after the anti-corrup-
tion watchdog had asked the
ministry whether it was con-
sulted by the premier techni-
cal institute before moving
the high court. IIT-Kgp had
in March claimed it is an
autonomous body and the
corruption watchdog has no
jurisdiction over it. Filing
an affidavit before the Dethi
High Court on 20 March,
in a case filed by whis-
tle-blower Rajeev Kumar,
the prestigious institution
sought dismissal of Kumar's
pleaon the ground of CVC's
jurisdiction. ‘CVC does not
have jurisdiction over the
answering respondent (IIT
Kharagpur)..., the affidavit
filed by IIT- Kgp's registrar,
Tapan Kumar Ghoshal said. -
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“U.K. Univ to Open
Summer School
for Indian stmlents

| TELLS US about the
Summer School Pro-
gramme, which you i
are planning to startin
Defhi, what will be its
focus area?

King’s College London
now offers a variety of
popular short courses
in India for students
who want to experi-
ence international
education closer to
home. In June we will
launch the first Sum

mer School in Delhz at
undergraduate level
The school will

hosted at Mzranda
House College. Some of
the courses which we =
will offer at the school

are International Rela- :

tions, Media Gender
and Cullure and E-
Business. Candidates
applying for the course :
should have com
pleted at least one
vear of study at the
university level.

N What are some of

the new academic link- _: _ Sebastlan, Hoggart

i explains the college’s .

ages which you have
entered Into with
Indian institutes?

We have renewed our
agreement with Jawa-
harlal Nehru Univer-
sity. Itis a general
agreement for the
exchange of staff and
students. We have
aboul 60 projects in
India in the field of
mental healith alone
with universities, hos-
pitals, commumty
groups and NGOs.
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. KEITH HOGGART isthe -,
- Vice Principal of King’s '
College, London, one of
the top 30 universities
‘Inthe world, The col-

i - lege s also the delivery -

partner of the UKIERI
Study India Progar-

.. mme, which brings stu- -
3 - - dents from universities
{ + and colleges in the-U.K.

on amonth-long .

exchange programme
“to the country. Inan

- Interview to Sangeeth

latest academic initia-
tive and shares his con-
cern over the Immigra- -
tion policy of the UK, -

! * government.

: ®m WhatIs your view on
; the U.K. government’s
: policy on immigration,
: has It affected student
: recruitment?

i The immigration laws
i haven‘t affected Kings
: College. Al King’s we

: have seen continued

® How many Indlan
students are there in
the campus and what
are some of the core
competencies of Kings
College, London?

We are strong in Law,
arts and humanities. It
is integrated with Lon-
don’s cultural institu-
tions. We also have the

chiatry school. We
have nearly 300 stu-
dents from India.

¢ growth in student num-
i bers from each of the

: UK, the rest of the EU
and Sfrom outside the

i EU jor more than five

i years now. There is no

: cap on the number of

} university students

: coming to the UK and

! no current plans to

: introduce a cap. Uni-

: versities such as King’s
largest dental and psy- | continue fo attract the
: best and brightest stu-
¢ dentis from around the
t world including India.
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With AICTE nod, corporate houses set to start engg colleges

. , MIHIKA BASU dra & Mahindra) from Andhra tionof best practicesof theindus- | dt ing from startan engineeri llege aswe piine thatsuitsits requirement.
P AGE MUMBAL APRIL8 Pradesh, and a company from try,” hesaid. institutes are not industry-ready already have the expertise. The The institutes could offer techni-
. Jharkhand. Sofar, theindustrywasonly . | oremployable. . . construction of the college build- cal disciplineslike engineering
R ANCHOR R the first time, the All “Atotal of four companies involvedinorganisinglectures ‘When contacted, AVDhar- | inghasstartedand AICTE offi- and technology, pharmacy, archi-
India Council for Technical | haveappliedinthefirstyear. A andspecific projects at AICTE- makrishnan, chief executive offi- cialshave inspected the site. We. tectureand town planning, ap-
. Education hasdecided to decision will have tobe taken approved technical colleges. The | cer, Madras Cements, said: are expecting approvalsoon.” pliedarts and craftsand hotel
allow private corporate groupsto | _soon,” confirmed AICTE chair- AICTE's decision toallowa pri- “Madras Cementscurrently has The college, whichwill be management and catering tech-
Madras Cements start degreg collegesin the 2013- man § S Mantha, “Wewant in- vate limited or publiclimited schools acrossits factories in named Ramco Institute of Tech- nology (HMCT).
B h 4 14 academic year. dustries to participate in the company or industry, witha AndhraPradesh, Tamil Nadu nology, will offer programmes in Asenior academicfrom the
arat For; ge, Ithas received applications processof delivering qualityedu- | tumnoverof Rs 100crore each andKarnataka. Wealsoh o ineering disciplines like IITsystem said that while the re-
TeChMa h in dra fromfour corporate groupssofar | cation. W inelyfeelthatthe | yearforthepastthreeyears,to polytechnicinstitute fromwhere mechanical, civil, electrical, elec- sponse has notbeenhuge, itisa
—Madras Cements from Tamil industryshould participate more startanunder-graduate, post- werecruit. The only missing link tronics and communication, and good start. “More industries
among fo ur Nadu, Bharat Forge from Maha- than they are doing now. An ini- graduate or diplomainstitute, is isanengineeringinstitute, We computerscience, he said. should definitelybe part of the
. X rashtra, TechMahindra (Satyam tiative like thisis astep in that di- aimed at addressing the-corpo- need alot of manpowerandwe The AICTE will allow acom- higher education system,” said
groups in queue ComputerstakenoverbyMahin- | rection. Itwill facilitate introduc- | rate sector’scomplaints thatstu- felt that thisis the right time to panytostartanybranchofadisci- |  the academic.

akash, Indids low cost
Acomputer for education,

isback in the news again.
The new Union Minister for
Human Resource Development
revaluating it and the former

ini continuing to swear

it, has added a ::? dnnensigx):
to Indids ambition to claim a turf
that has eluded it for over a
decade. Going by the tale of
Aakash being spun during all of
UPA2, there scems to be little
interest in understanding the
real issues around it, whether by
the Union Government, acade-
mics or the media,

From Simputer to Mobilis to
Saakshat to Aakash, Indid's pur-
suit of a low-cost device has cost
it dear, with little learning, India
has been claiming since 2006 that
it will make the world’s lowest
priced computer. The first
attempt was to make a $10 lap-
top that led to showcasing a pen
drive 125 times larger than nor-

Pioneer ND 9/04/2013

mal lcm x 2.5cm, and the world
laughed at us into its oblivion.
That was when the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology had promised to
deliver an affordable and rugged
laptop for the poor in villages for
$100. As it becamne clear that the
MIT laptop would cost 15,000
in India, going by the principle
of producing it at a 10th of the
cost of the MIT product, the
Union Human Resource
Development Ministry declared

they would produce a T1,500
laptop in three months.

That was in 2009. The rupee
was strong then and ¥1,500
translated into $35. Deadline
after deadline, announcement
following announcement, it took
the Ministry over a year to show-
case a tablet, not a laptop, that was
named Saakshat. It was on every
television screen, on the front
pages around the world. Yet
again, several deadlines were

missed, and 27 months after the
initial promise, the Ministry
she the second computer.
Its specifications were diluted way
beyond the promise to the extent
that it had to be renamed. The
new name was .

The din continued, and the
arallel noise that it was a dud
ecame so loud that the Union

Human Resource Development
Ministry had little choice other
than to announce Aakash2. Now,
it's been another 12 months
since that was announced, and
India has not managed to put
1,00,000 Aakash tablets in the
hands of students.

In Aakash, India’s aspira-
tions to prove its technological
prowess have hit the reality on
the ground that India has nei-
ther a technological ecosystem
capable of designing and man-
ufacturing a laptop that is
cheaper than what is offered by
the rest of the world, nor an

P9

This innovation has led nowhere

India can make a cheap tablet provided it sets up a programme to do so, creatss 2 $250 million research and
development budget, and gets on board a global team with a proven track record of creating products for the future

ability to create new technolo-
gies that can bring the cost of
the product down.

The IITs are teaching insti-
tutions but they have no track
record of creating cutting-edge
technologies or products. So,
when established 1ITs declined
to toe the Human Resource
Development Ministry line,
the Ministry decided to create
anew IIT with the most impor-
tant purpose of producing the
low-cost computers. Its a bit
like laying the foundation of the
kitchen when the guests have
arrived for dinner,

When the new IIT could
not deliver, the Ministry man-
aged to rope in older II'Ts that
had wised up a bit by now and
wanted to laﬁe ashotat the pro-
ject. They were the same folks
who had realised the limitations
and could not produce even the
right specifications in several
years. No matter what they did,

a workable computing power
could not be packed into a
tablet for $35.

Governments are experts in
doling out subsidies. So it was
decided that they could buy
what worked at a higher price of
$50 from China, and distribute
with a subsidy at ¥1,500. The
numbers looked different every
time since the planning never
took into account foreign
exchange fluctuations. The ven-
dor cannot offer anything
because the Ministry’s specifica-
tions will not work and, in any
case, will cost more. The
Ministry is inflexible on price,
and even China cannot produce
a cheaper device for India to
claim its own.

Why is it that India does
not realise that it has made a
laughing stock of itself among
those who understand these
things? It has little to do with
what can be done. There are

SATISH JHA

things that are possible, and
there are things we can aspire
for and even achieve — like
putting man on the moon. Just
that the man on the moon pro-
+ ject was backed by the techno-
logical prowess, a resolve and
the resources required to make
it happen.
india can make a cheap
tablet provided it sets up a pro-
e to do 5o, creates a $250
million research & develop-
ment budget, imagines and
understands how education
can be delivered over the next
decade, gets a global team with
a proven track record of creat-
ing products for the future —
regardless of the team’s nation-
ality, and learns what product
creation process is all about.
Perhaps then — and perhaps
only then — will the next
decade see the country create
something that the world may
find acceptable,
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IIT (D) WINNERS OF
GLOBAL BUSINESS
CHALLENGE 2013

he Chartered Institute of

Management . Accountants
(CIMA) announced ,The
Ambers from IIT Delhi as the
India finale winners at the
CIMA Global Business
Challenge 2013, held at
Mumbai. The day witnessed
interesting ideas from partici-
pants and in-depth insights
from ind representatives on
a case from the toy industry. The
winning team was declared after
a closely fought presentation
round and will now contend at
the Global finals in South Africa
with winning teams from 24
other countries.

The eight teams that quali-
fied for the national finals were
— NIT Surathkal, Loyola
Collage, II'T Guwahati, IIT BHU
Varanasi, Sardar Patel Institute
of Technology, Narsee Monjee
College of Commerce and
'Economics, IIT Dethi and
SRCC.
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Quality higher education a
challenge says Premdent

Branu P. Loxum
.TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KURUKSHETRA, APRIL 8
President Pranab Mukherjee
today expressed concern
over brain drain and called
for flexibility in the system to
discourage loss of intellectu-
al capital and at the same
time wooing overseas schol-
ars, including NRIs and per-
sons of Indian- origin, to
return to the country,

“Such an -initiative will
enable the transmission of

ideas and new methods of - |

teaching and research which
is necessary to strengthen
academia-industry linkages

to derive market benefits -

from innovations,” he said

while addressing the 10th’

convocation of the National
Institute of Technology
{NIT) here.

Observing that quality
higher education continued
to be a challenge,.the Presi-
dent underlined the need for
“drastic action” to reform the
way education is imparted in
our universities and insti-
tutes. He said that “quality,
affordability and accessibil-
ity” should be the mainstay
of our higher education sys-
tem and wide regional vari-

ations should not be allowed.

“We must take higher educa-
tion, including technical edu-
cation, to the doorstep of our
people by innovations in the
delivery system”, he added.

Quoting William Yeats, he
said education is not the
filling of a pail but the

ey Aty

President Pranab Mukher]ee confers a gold medal on a student during the 10th
convocation of the National Institute of Technology, Kurukshetra, on Tuesday.
Tribune photo: Ravi Kumar

Il

lighting of fire ‘and asked

the students to utilise their
knowledge for the welfare
of the nation. None of the
Indian universities figured
among the top 200 in the
world and this was unac-
ceptable, he added.

As per arecent Forbes’ sur-
vey, only three Indian com-
panies have been listed
amongst the world's most
innovative companies and
this number could increase

.if innovation is made a fea-

ture in our institutions of
leamning, he said. -
Visualising that in the
evolving demographic pro-
file of India, two-thirds of the

5

population would be in the

working age group by 2025,

“the President said the youth

must be qualified and trained
for high economic growth
and prosperity.

“We have created a vast net-
work of universities and insti-
tutes and, as a result, enrol-
ment in higher education has
increased from 1.39 crore in
2006-07 to 2.18 crore in
2011-12 and the engineering
section which comprised 13
percent of the total enrolment
in 2006-07 has increased to
25 per cent,” he said.

Haryana Governor Jagan- -

nath Pahadia emphasised the
importance of exhibiting a

clean moral character to
reflect the true worth of a stu-
dent's degree. ' ,

Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda commended
the NIT for playing a vital
role in imparting technical

.education and urged the stu-

dents to exhibit commitment
in the paths they chose.

Out of the 1,001 degrees
conferred, 741 students were
present to receive degrees in
varicis doctorate, masters
and bachelors courses.

" The NIT conferred hon-

orary degrees on three of its
alumni — Inderjet Singh
Lamba, Prof Suresh Rai and

Dr Rohit Sharma.
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London Met Univ gets nod
to admit overseas students

KounteyaSinha | Tun

London: The UK on Tues-
day lifted a ban on London
Metropolitan University to
admit foreign students. This
decizion follows the remaoval
of the university’s sponsor
licence in August 2012, The
ban had left thousands of
student=s, including around
250 Indians. in limbo and at
risk of deportation.

The home office said, “A
seriesof inspections carried
out by the home office in the
last & months have demon-
strated that the university

L]
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has made the necessary im-
provements to its systems
and administration. The
university now meets the re-
quirements needed to spon-
sor international students
from outside the European
Economic Area.” Indian stu-
dents whochose tostay atthe

university can continue
their studies as a legitimate
student. If their visa hasrun
out, they can extend it now
by obtainingaConfirmation
of Acceptance for Studies
certificate from London Met
and making a Tier 4 (stu-
dentiapplication.

MP Keith Vaz said, “To-
dayv's decision shows that
the hasty verdict by the UK
Border Agency torevole the
licence was wrong choice, It
has irreparably damaged
the UK's reputation as the
destination of choice for
overseas students.”

Hindu Chennai 10-04-2013 P-2
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After decades, a triumphant return to alma mater

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI: They head oper-
ations in large MNCs, invest
in firms of great repute, and
have co-founded and men-
tored innovative start-ups
worldwide. Some of them
teach in the best technical
institutes of the world, and
are often the most cited ex-
perts in research papers.

And, all of them have
spent four or more years of
their life, learning the basics
of engineering at IIT-Ma-
dras. On Tuesday, the insti-
tute  commemorated  its
Institute Day, honouring
eight of its alumni with the
H1T-M Distinguished Alum-
nus Awards 2013,

The chief guest at the
event was M. Damodaran,

Eight of the IT-M's
former students
were presented with
Distinguished
Alumnus awards

Chairman, IIM-Trichy and
former civil servant and
business leader, who re-
called his days as a student
of ITT-Madras, “I left with-
out a degree, I was not cut
outforengineering,” he said,
talking about his brief stint
at ITT-Madras.,

“As students then, we
would wonder why the hos-
tels are named after rivers.
Hostels don't move like riv-
ers. And buses named after
mountains. It was strange

then, but I realise this is a
place  which <¢an  move
mountains. You just need to
have an organised mind and
a heart in the right place,
and use them for public in-
terest,” he said.

Among the awardees were
S. Guopalakrishnan, profes-
sor, 118¢; Venky Harjharan,
Senior Vice President, Wal-
mart Stores; Anand Raja-
ram, Founding partner,
Cambian Ventures; Hari Ba-
lakrishnan, professor, Mas-
sachusetts
Technology; Shankar Rama-
murti, Professor, Yale Uni-
versity; Sailesh Krishna Rao,
Founder, Climate Healers;

Kumar N. Sivarajan, Chief

Technology Officer, Tejas
Networks and Ramanathan
V. Guha, Google Fellow.

Institute  of

IIT-Madras director
Bhaskar Ramamurthi said
the awardees were picked
from a list of many success-
ful alumni,

He said the Institute Day
was a day of celebration and
thanksgiving, to commemo-
rate the achievements of the
students.

The alumni base of IIT-
Madras has details of over
20,000 persons, said R. Nag-
arajan, Dean, International
& Alumni Relations.

Besides  using  social
media and alumni networks,
he and Prof. Ramamurthy
had toured some of the best
institutes in the world last
sunumer to econnect with
IIT-Madras alumni and im-
prove the network, Profl
Nagarajan said.

H'T-Madras director Bhaskar Ramamurthi presents
the award to MIT professor Hart Balakrishnan
— PHOTO: K.V. SRINIVASAN
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Vanita Srivastava closely by IIT Bombay (joint

. 33rd) while IT Roorkee takes

' uip the 56th place.

NEW DELH:Forget the world rank- There are 15 countries in the

ing where Indian instituteshave ~ Asia top-100 list, The University

shovmapoor performance—a  of Tolgyo is Asia’s nurmber one

- new Asia-only table showsthat  institution in the list where

Indian institutes have failed to Japan (22 universities), Tatwan

roake it to top-25 in the list, (I7), mairtand China (15) and

. Indiahasonly three institutes ~ Republic of Korea (14) are the

_inthetop100 Asian universities,  best represented nations.

says the inaugural Asia “In India, there has clearly

. University Rankings of the been a serious pressure on

Times Higher Education, spending per student, given the

released on Wednesday, huge expansion of student num-
Thethree institutions-none ~ bers in the recent years, There

is In the top 25 - are the Indian is a well established shortage of

Institute of Technology, qualified faculty in the Indian

Kharagpur (30th), followed university system,” Phil Baty,

IMES RANKING

Only three Indian institutes in top 100 Asia- onb{

TOP TEN ASIAN UNIVERSITIES XKX

editor of Times Higher
Edueation, told HT.

‘There has also traditionally
been a discord between univer-
sity research and research and
development in industry, which
umal]yworks mtandem,Baty

quﬂiyofmmhwﬂbehﬂms

Pawan Agarwal, a higher
education adviser to the
“Rapid growth in the face of
staff shortage and declining per-
smdentspeil:rctl;nghasalfected
standards. Improving quality
has rightly been prioritised in
tlw]zﬂ]p ”

p-10
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lIMs seek liberty to elect directors

Government mterference seen takmg sheen off lIMs

KALPANA PATHAK & VINAY UMARI
MumbaifAhmedabad, 10 Apiil

he Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) have
a wish: The freedom to
select directors on their own,
“and atanaccelerated pace.
The' Ministry of Human
Resource Development
(MHRDY)'s intervention in its
matters, including selection of
directors, is taking a toll on the
schools’ reputation, they ¢laim.
“We are losing our charm
internationally,” laments an
1IM director, “We need basic
freedom to at least appoint our
own directors, sans anyone’s
permission, We do not see
international professors inter-
ested in heading IIMs.”
Considery this: Samir Barua,
director 4t IIM-Ahmedabad,
was to remit office in
November 2012 but was given
an extension of a few months.
Ditto with Shekhar Chaudhuri,

director, IIM-Calcutta, and
Pankaj Chandra, Director, IM-
Bangalote, who s still on exten-

sion. In contrast, look at similar

appointments internationally:
Cornell University’s manage-
ment announced Soumitra
Dutta as the new dean in
January 2012, when he was to
take over in July 2012. Nitin
Nohria was announced
Harvard Business School's
dean in May 2010, when he was
to take over in July 2010.

In fact, the board of gover-
nors at IIM-Ahmedabad (IIM-
A) had sent names of three con-
tenders — Ashish Nanda of
Harvard University and IIM-A
faculty members G Raghuram
and Rakesh Basant — for the
post of director to MHRD on
May9,2012. But the ministry is
yetto respond.

The beard, in the absence
of a clearance from MHRD, this
month asked dean (faculty)
Ajay Pandeyto take over asthe

acting director. While IIM-

Calcutta appointed a director

this week, [IM-Bangalore is yet
to appoint one.

“I do not understand why
an IIM needs the MHRD cr the
permission of the Prime

Minister’s Office to appoint a b

director. Why can't decisions
regarding educational institu-
tions be left to them? We are
institutions of the 21st centu-
ty. Why do we have a board of
governors if we can’t be

allowed to select ourowndirec-

tors?” asks an IIM director.

Sources at the premier man-
agement institutes say the
process of selecting a director
should be accelerated, as it
would be a good medel to have
a director-designate

ing and incoming directors to
work together, allowing for bet-
ter hand-holding before one
takes over. '

six -
months té one yeat in advance.’
This would allow the outgo- -

isyettoappol

IIM-B: 1

a new director,. Red tape is often

blamed for the defay in appointing adlrector for premler
management institutes

As an IIM director com-
pletes his term, a search com-

- mittee is constituted to short-

list eligible candidates and

recommend them to MHRD.

The ministry approves the list,
sends it to the Department of
Personnel, which forwards it to
the Prime Minister’s Office for
the Cabinet committee’s

approval.

Globally, however much
before a director or dean’s term
comes to an end, headhunters
identify some key names of eli-
gible candidates and send
these to the dean of a search
committee, which comprises
faculty members from the
institute.

Committees at the univer-
sity and school levels come
together to interview and
shortlist candidates. The
appointments are usually done
months in advance,

AMNaik, chaitperson of the
board of governors of IIM-A,
says though the selection of
directors six months in advance
would be agood move, the gov-
ernment’s role in the process

- would remaln, as it was an

important stakeholder.

Ashok Thakur, joint secre-
tary at MHRD, could not be
contacted for comments.
despite repeated attempts for
two weeks.




Hindustan ND 11/04/2013 P12

o forl | Rdw waeTr

Tut-30 % GEh eamg:nﬁ
amgamEdt & wefim % fore st

wH #7 arel weaiy e F -

WEY R Wi e wm =t
TR IR TN E R R
TR T e ¥ vv T 51 W
e ey aar € e Sl
GER (SRR CEI8T Ch - B
g1 TN A S § FAR
J w1 fF AeE dured e
T - 58 TeT QIO T&g
AT I I AT F AT
- 3T A Ui S B | e
MR IR F AT F
W &) B A 95 ST 8 | HEe,
fder st ﬁ‘l’imﬂ?l‘ﬁtr
TR FTEA, mﬁﬁm it

Waﬁmﬂaﬁﬂw;

¥ fopa aTeT B, 9% fRen

o BT, TT T2 Far 9T
BTEifR edamddt Yo I &%

o frser o 1 yea9s orgHt

YT W & ofF R fee

W HTSNI ST B S, T THAR
T B | TN A 7S iR

- 3dE

o DT TE e TABH A
w9 3 R : e L

o e odiem o o fear
N e

T

jﬁﬁ;ﬁéwﬁmﬁwuﬁaﬁ
| .
TS AN 7 g7 o 3 wilie
F g & T & o drduwd
FAARE W I SR A TTF AT
forepra el & fF T e AR &
ﬁ#wnﬁhﬁ‘f&mﬂmﬁaﬁ
% g 2 ifemg oie sifweng 2t
e o1 =fEwt s ot o
T I % BT 3T
s s A T
e wEfue g fafv=
ANE & F F T T T
HIHE 77 T8 T I P T
FAR F1 w0 ¢ 6 77 wag o
%tﬁfgﬁ%m%méﬁm%
FEITEE T Y S A
i disltees & T 9 rjen

TS T AN}

Page 10 of 44



Amar Ujala ND11/04/2013 p-18

L{A‘r ¥ li"‘-'l

@}muﬁlﬁﬁ:

e mmaﬁaﬂt@r
SEl F- FEW AT qEW
- A A SIS A e

‘l:ﬁﬁ‘ W aﬂ'{ 'l{cf A " .
' ﬁaﬂﬁf'—lﬁﬁ‘@‘r%aﬂ?m'

ﬁw%:ﬂm@w

TS 7 <ol i *idanddy,

A F} weg Q@ Prefd B
- T 21 2012-13-H 3N
e Gien ¥ fw wey

TEE HJAT F 700 FAS
T2 fau T & fawEr [T
HAET 718 1 IR 8 O WA
wanA fawm Wi ot Hiewn

e deifiet 9 e w6

Fiuet fasaet 3 SIRATy 0t w2
SR VIR @ &g fEar o ok
* T TR 98 g Scaifed 9
' fosme =1 oA o B e

T dua @ W @ o wEm

FE F dx ai=Fw F =w

mmm@w qﬁaﬂﬂmwml

Page 11 of 44



Page 12 of 44

Business Standard ND 11/04/2013 P12

IIT-Gn bags $500k grant from
US firm for fire safety research

BS REPORTER
Ahmedabad, 10 April

The. Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar, (ITT-
Gn) has got a grant of $500,000
from US-based Underwriters
Laboratories to develop a fire
engineering laboratory and
other fire safety research and
education initiatives,

Headquartered in the US
and a world leader in advanc-
ing safety, Underwriters
Laboratories (UL) Is a premier
global independent safety sci-
ence company. It has offered
the grant tothe safety centre at
IIT-Gn,

Under the fivé-year grant,
OT-Gn will collaborate with UL
on major safety initiatives,
such as conferences, training
programmes for professionals,
curriculum development and
research projects. The initia-
tive will also support under-

graduate and post-graduate
research projects for IIT-Gn
students, ,
“IIT-Gn is committed to
pursuing education and
research in safety through
multidisciplinary approach. As
our economy grows and as our
industries and infrastructure
get more sophisticated, safety
will become more and more
critical, We greatly value our
partnership with UL in achiev-
ing our objectives,” said Sudhir
K Jain, director of IIT-Gn.
During the past four years,
UL has partnered with ITT-Gn
on several research projects:
Developing a kitchen fire safe-
ty system to predict fire events;
development of a national fire
database; innovative use of
photovoltaic systems and its
safety issues; and converting a
conventional fuel vehicle into
an eco-friendly electric vehi-
cle. About a dozen IIT-Gn stu-

dents have also undertaken’
research work at UL labs just
outside of Chicago and UL pro-
fessionals have taught work-
shops and classes at ITT-Gn.

In addition, UL collaborat-
ed with IIT-Gn on an
International Conference on
Safety and an International
Workshop on Process Safety
Management in October 2012.
UL also partnered with ITT-Gn
on atwo-day workshop on Fire
Safety on March 2-3, 2013.

“UL is committed to
advancing the science of safe-
ty and our collaboration with
IIT-Gn is a reflection of that.
Through these young engi-
neers and scientists we are able
to continue to extend our safe-
ty mission in ways that are rel-
evant to the needs of India,”
said Gus Schaefer, senior vice-
president and public safety
officet at Underwriters

- Laboratories Inc.
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More Indian students
apply to US colleges

Vania Srivastava
& mna.wmasma@hindmmﬁmamm

NEW DELHI: More students from
India and Brazil are applying
to study in the United States
while the number of applications
from China has dipped, a report
released on Monday said.

In 2013, Indian applications
to the US graduate schools
increased by 20% even as pre-
liminary estimates of interna-
tional graduate applications for
fall 2013 marks a small growth
in applications, the lowest over
' the past eight years. According
to a report of the Council of
Graduate Schools (CGS), the
‘number of applications from
prospective international stu-
dents to US graduate schools
increased a mere 1% in 20183,
following a 9% gain in 2012 and
an 11% increase in 2011.

The CGS is an organisation of
over 500 institutions of higher
education in the United States

and Canada engaged in gradu-
ate edueation, research, and
the preparation of candidates
for advanced degrees.

The reduced growth in over-
all international applications is
the result of the 5% decline in
applications from China, which
accounts for 29% of internation-
al graduate students in the US,

Chinese applicant declines
were offset by a 20% increase in
applications from India, which
accounts for 20% of all inter-
national graduate students in
the country. Applications from
Brazil grew markedly this year

“The overall slowed growth
in international applications
merits serious attention from :
policymakers as well as universi-
ties,” said CGS President Debra
W Stewart. “While the large
increases in applications from
India and Brazil are encouraging,
the decrease in Chinese appli-
cants needs attention.”
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KUNDLI: AHOT

INVESIMENT DESTINATION

Somipat-Kundli belt is emer.gmg as the new hotspot for end users and investors,
as the infrastructure here is improving and the area 18 set to have rapid

EDHHECtlﬂt}F with other regmns of the NCR. TEAM TIMES PROPERTY reports

ocated in close proximity to
north Delhi along NH-1, the
Sonipat-Kundli belt has be-
come a promising area for
homebuyers, end users as well
as Investors.

The fortheoming 135km-long Kundli-
Manesar-Palwal Expressway could make
the real estate projects mn the area more
viable for investors,

Snmpat Kundli belt is also gaining

for the international-level ed-
ucational hub, Rajiv Gandhi Education
Cityy where a number of universities have
limed up to establish their branches ona
2000 acre cam pus in the first phase.

Bhupinder S8ingh Hooda, the chief min-
ister of Haryana, has already saidthat T'T,
Delhi, would set up an extension campus
on 30 acres at Rajv Gandhi Bducation Citx
Sonipat, which 1s only Slkm from the Del-
hi border:

The CM recently laid the foundation
stones of 10 prestigions educational in-
stitutions in the campus of Rajiv Gandhi
Education City Thess developments will
enahle the Sompat-Kundli region to com-
pete with Gurgaon on an equal footing,
the CM said on the oceasion.

Rajiv Gandhi Education City is set to
become the world's biggest educational
campus and 1s expected to have nearly 1.5
lalkh students enrolled in diverse facultes
like management, architecture, engi-
neering, law, telecom, medicine, insur-

ance, biotechnology, the CM announced.

World-class universities, institutions
coming up in Rajiv Gandhi Education
City

» 1T, Delhi { Extension)

¥ National Law Universities

¥ Asholia University (in collaboration
with the School of Engineering and
Applied  Science, University  of
Pennsylvania, America: on the pattern of
IS8, Hyderahbad)

¥ Bharat Vidvapeeth University (Pune)
¥ SRM University and Medical College
(Chennai)

» Skyline Business School

¥ FORE School of Management

¥ Manav Rachna Inter national University

and Medical College

¥ NC College of Enginesring and Research
¥ Hindu School of Architecture

¥ RIMT Technical Campus

¥ BRI Institute of Technology and
Research

Mariet analysts and experts say that
much like the way the I'T-ITeS industry
changed the profile of Gurgaon, the de-
veloping world-class educational hub is
also likely to change therealty skyline of
the Sonipat-Eundli region.

This reglmhasahﬁadyaumﬂtaimany
realty players, who are in the process of
setiing up 8EZs, a biotech city, a cyvber city
afashion city and entertainment mallsin
the aresa.

The region will also have luxury and
budget hotels, resorts and hospitals, Top
realty players like TDIL Ansals, Jindal Real
Estate, Eldeco, Parker, Omaxe, Parsvnath,
Vardhman, Apex Developers, etc, are set-
tingup base in the Sonipat-Kundli region.

Infrastructural developments like wa-
ter supply, improvement of sewage sys-
tem, ening of power units, and a
railway bridge onthe Somipat-Eund i road
are already in place. Connectivity with
the main junctions of the national capi-
tal has also improved drastically Com-
muters travelling from north Delhi via
Mukarba Chowlk can now avoid traffic
chacs and head straight through to Kundli.
Cme can reach Rohini or Pitampura with-
in 15 minutes from this area.

The much awaited Kundli-Manesar-
Palwal (KNP Expressway (also known
as the Western Peripheral Bxpressway),
which inter-connects four national high-
ways - National Highwayws 1, 2, 8, and 10
in Haryana - is expected to become fully
operational by end of 2012 while the
Manesar-Palwal stretch is likely to open
by S8eptem ben

A 100m-wide road from the IGT Alrport
to Marela is another infrastructural de-
velopment that will push the profile of
this region. Apart from road connectivi-
ty, the government is also focused onim-
proving rail network. Kundli will soon
have a Metrostop as part of the rapid rail
transport syvstem, connecting ISBT to
Sonipat in 20 minutes.

Major infrastructure development
in Sonipat-Kundli
¥ 10 universities, nstitutions coming up
in Rajiv Gandhi Education City
o DT Delhi will open ite Extension Campus
m Rajiv Gandhi Education City
¥ 52km stretch between Manesar and
Palwal ipart of KMP Expressway) to be
operational by end of 2013
¥ Complete stretch of KMP Expressway
will be ready by mid-2014
¥ 15 minutes drive from Rohim and
Pitammpura through the signalfree
Mukarba Chowlc
¥ Rapid Rail Transport System will
connect Delhi and Kundli; travel time will
be 20 minutes
¥ Plan for a Metro line
» 100m wide road from IGT Airport to
Marela
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IIT Delhi gets Australian
support in managing water

NEW DELHI: Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Delhi has entered
into an agreement with the
Australian agency 'eWa-
ter' to share a hydrological
modelling platform called
'Source’ for developing
river basins and improv-
ing water management.

The agreement was
signed Wednesday eve-
ning at a water round-
table on "The Road to Water
Reform’, by IIT Delhi
Director R K Shevgano-
ankar and eWater CEO
Gary Jones.

“This agreement marks
a high point in our bilat-
eral cooperation on water
resource management. This
technology transfer and
partnership demonstrates
our commitment to shar-
ing expertise to support
sustainable development
with India,’ said Patrick
Suckling, Australian High
Commissioner to India.
IIT Delhi professor Ash-

This agreement
marksa
high point in
our hilateral
cooperation on

‘water resource

f Patrick Suckling
Australian High
Commissioner to India

win Gosain, speaking at.

the event, said, 'We see a
great opportunity to apply
'Source' to the Indian con-
text and to work with gov-
ernment authorities and
independent organisations
to improve the manage-
ment of our iiicreasingly
scarce and valuable water
resources.’

'India needs to develop
and deliver training pro-
grammes, build a shared
knowledge platform and
comprehensive data base,
as also develop new model-
ling tools and methods for

1

better water management

in the country,’ he said.

Jones, CEO of eWater,
which is a publicly owned
NGO in Australia working
in water management, said
India, like Australia, has
very high rainfall variabil-
ity, which makes sustain-
able management of water
resources that much more
important.

The 'Source' technol-
ogy and training package
will enable IIT Delhi to
becomea centre of excel-
lence to assist governments
at the centre and the states
to develop river basin
plans to improve water
management.

The technology hasbeen
developed over 15 years by
a consortium of Austra-
lian governments, univer-
sities and private sector,
which invested AUD 300
million (Rs1,600 crore) to
improve the management
of the Murray Darling river
basin,
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IIT Delhi signs water management
pact with Australian agency

New Delhi, April 11 '
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi has entered
into an agreement with the Australian agency “eWater”
to share a hydrological modelling platform called “Source”
for developing river basins and improving water )
management. The agreement was signed on Wednesday
evening at a conference on “The Road to Water Reform,” by
IIT Delhi Director R K. Shevganoankar and eWater CEOQ
Gary Jones. Jones, CEO of eWater, which is a publicly
owned NGO in Australia working in water management,
said India, like Australia, has very high rainfall variability,
which makes sustainable management of water resources
that much more important. The technology and training
package will enable IIT Delhi assist governments and the
States develop river basin plans to improve water
management. The technology has been developed over 15
years by a consortium of Australian governments,
universities and private sector, which invested A300
million (Rs 1,600 crore) to improve the management of the
Murray Darling river basin. - JANS '
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JEE 2014 may not be purely subjective

Yogita Rao | THN

Mumbai: The new pattern proposed for JEE (Advanced) by IT-Bombay far admissions to 1Ts in 2014 will not have muttiple choice
gue stions; it will be subjective but students will nat have to write long answers in the proposed pattern.

Students will be told to solve problems and write answers only; there will not be any need to give a step-wise solution. Even for
descriptive answers, in the new format, questions may be asked in the form of fill in the blanks' or 'complete the following'. The

hewr pattern is yet to get approval from senates of other 11Ts. After they accept the proposal, it will be presented at the joint
admission board meeting.
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3 II'l's among top
100 univs in Asia

M Ramya | Tnn

Chennai: Only three institutes
in the country, all of them Indi-
an Institutes of Technology fea-
ture amongthe top 100 universi-
ties in Asia, according to the
first Asia University Rankings
released by “Times Higher Edu-
cation” magazine.

While HT-Kharagpur is
renked 30, HT-Bombay is 33rd
and H'T-Roorkee 56th, the Uni-
versity of Tokyo secured the
pole position with an overail
scoreof 78.3, followed by the Na-
tional University of Singapore
with 77.5, University of Hong
Kong (75.6) and Peking Univer-
sity (70.7).

The universitiesare ranked
based on 13 performance indi-
cators in teaching, research,
knowledge transfer and inter-
national outlook.

“We are very happyv withthe

resuits, because we have been
striving very hard {o compete
with global universities,” said
HT-Kharagpur officiating di-
rector SK Som., “H'T-Kharagpur
is a founder HT, and we have
started programmes other IF'ls
haven't” HT-Kharagpur had
earlier launched Vision 2020
with the aim of joining the list
of the world’s top 20 universi-
ties In science and technology,
“"We are focusing on research
excellence, faculty excellence
and industry linkages,” Som
said.

Individually, the three H'Ts
have done relatively well on in-
dusiry income or innovation,
and have secured moderate
scoves in the teaching and re-
search parameters. All three
have secured low scores in
termsof international outlook,
with none securing more than
20 points,
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ITI-B among top
100 univs in Asia

M Ramya | ThN

Chennai: Only three instii-
tutes in the country all of
them Indian Institutes of
Technology, feature among
the top 100 universities in
Asia, according to the first
Asia University Rankings re-
leased by "Times Higher Edu-
cation” magazine.

While IIT-Kharagpur is
ranked 30th, IT-Bombay is
3ard and IHT-Roorkee 56th,
the University of Tokyo se-
cured the pole position with
an overall score of 78.3, fol-
lowed by the National Uni-
versity of Singapore with

Car Ear B vl

77.5, University of Hong
Kong (75.6) and Peking Uni-
versity (70.7).

The universifies are
ranked based on 13 perform-
ance indicators in teaching,
research, knowledge transter
and international ouflook,

“We are very happy with
the resulis, because we have
been siriving very hard to
compete with global universi-
ties,” said HT-Kharagpur offi-
ciating director S K Som. H'T-
Kharagputr  had  earlier
launched Vision 2020 with the
aim of joining the list of the
world's top 20 universities in
scienceand technology
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India,China demand
more students in US

Think-tank says they are a ‘potential asset’ to American economy

WASHINGTON: Describ-
ing foreign students, nearly
four in ten of whom come
from India or China, as a
‘potential asset’ to the US
economy, a leading think
tank wants Congress to ease
their way to stay and work.
The number of all inter-
national students studying at
US higher educational insti-
tutions has grown exponen-
tially in the past 60 years,
according to new research
from the Brookings Metro-
politan Policy Programme,

Immigration Facts on For- .

eign Students.

‘Foreign students are a
potential asset to our econ-
omy that policymakers
should keep in mind as they

4

Policymakers have been urged to keep
in mind students’ contribution to US
growth ahead of immigration reforms

debate immigration reform,

low at Brookings and author

said Neil Ruiz, associate fel- of the report.
gv

‘Expanding their access to
US jobs could have particu-
larly important impacts on
the metropolitan areas where
these students are most con-
centrated today!

Since 2000, the US wit-
nessed a 49 per cent increase
in the number of foreign stu-
dents, the report said not-

‘ing this spike js primarily
o due to increased students

from Asis. 60 per cent of the
growth can be attributed to
students from China, and 23
percent from India. In 2012,
64 per cent of students in the
US hailed from Asia, 11.2
percent from Europe, 8.4
percent from Latin Amer-
ica, and 7.4 percent from the
‘Middle East. . AGENGIES
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REVOLUTION IN THE CLASSROOM
CBSE ‘open
book’ exam

from this year

Manash Pratim Gohain | Tan

New Delhi: Ushering in what could be
the biggest change in the country's
school examination system, the Central
Board of Secondary Education will in-
troduce an ‘open book® section in the fi-
nal exams for classes 9, 10 and 11 from
the current academic year and for class
12 boards fromnext year2014-15).

: For the
pCase stucly inNov, P8 T
section—which doesntmean books can
betaken inside the exam hall — students
will be given case studies in each subject
four months in advance, All questions
will be from the given material. Thissec-
tion will carry 20% weightage.

“This section will have questions
based only onthe case study given to stu-
dents. The idea is to do away with rote
learning and improve students” abality
to understand and apply conecepts,” said
CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi.
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Students to receive their
case studies in November

pContinued from P1

Theopen book section will be-
gin for all subjects in classes
I¥ and X but at the plus two
level, CBSE has identified
four subjects to start with —
Biology, Economics, Geogra-
phy and a language. The
board has finalized the
scheme and the case studies
forthefinal exams will be giv-
en to students in November
2013,

“The board will soon in-
form the schools regarding
the open book system and a
notification will be izsued
within a week, While all sub-
jects in senior school are in-
cluded for the open boolk ex-
am scheme which includes
mathematics, social seience,
scienceand languages, forthe
senior secondary classes we
have restricted it to just four

WELCOME CHANGE

siubjects as of now” Joshi
said.

Senior CESE officialscon-
firmed thatthe open bool sec-
tion will apply to class X
board exams in 2014 and to
class¥ITexamsin 2015.

The open book exam will
be part of the Summative As-
sesament IIforclass1X andal-
g0 for those students who opt
for school-based class X ex-
ams under the Continuous
and Comprehensive Evalua-
tion (CCE) scheme instead of
theboard exams.

Officials =aid the open
book examination would be
exclusively case study-baszed.
CBSE would bring out guid-
ance material for students
and parents to help them pre-
parefor the test.

“Students will not be al-
lowred to take books inside the
examination hall. Modifyving
the open book system. CBSE
will provide case studies re-
lated to the subjects four
months prior to the examin-
ation. This concept will be
called pre-announced test
(PATY," said Joshi.
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"hardatwork

12TH FIVE YEAR PLAN
EXPLAINED ONLINE

Leaving nothing to chance,
the Planning Commission has
deputed 10 senior bureau-
crats at Indian Institutes of
Technology to ensure that its
12th five year plan online
hackathon succeeds. The
hackathon — breaking down
the plan document into sim-
ple terms — has received
record 1,Y0O entries for the
two-day long event to be
addressed by Planning
Commission deputy chairper-
son Montek Singh Ahluwalia.
It will be conducted simulta-
neously at I[ITs and the panel
has sent a senior bureaucrat
to each II'T to make the hack-
athon a seamless exercise

assisted by top officials in
Delhi.

New DG of forests appoint
An Odisha cadre Indian
Forest Service officer (IF'
Jude Sekhar is set to be
appointed as Director
General of Forests, a post
lying vacant for the last fiy
months. AK Srivastava, ac
tional director general of |
ests, was holding charge i
the interim. With most
reforms done, Sekhar, a 1€
batch IFS officer, is set to
take charge of the forest v
of the environment minist
next week. Sekhar is sche
uled to retire this Decemb

Liagat Shah’s arrest
controversial?

Was Hizbul ‘terrorist’ Liac
Shah — arrested on his w.
back from Pakistan-occup
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JEE Mains held sans admlssmn formula

SELECTION CRITERIA : :

. Aom TaNoONTNS

New DELHI, APRIL 12

It is imperative for bodies that
conduct examinations to dis-
close the exact criteria for selec-
fion of candidates in a particu-
lar entrance.test before the
examination is held. A piquant -
‘situation has arisen this year

with an important examination .’

for admission to central techni-
cal institutions having been,: .
conducted even before the for-
mula to select candldates has
been agreed upon. - -~
The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education conducted
- the Joint Entrance Examination
(Mgins) last Sunday to select
the top among 14 lakh students

technical institutions except the

115 IT. Although it has been .

known that JEE Mains’ merit
hstwﬁlbedrawn on the basis

f st
aenE 10 1S test to the cxtent of

- 1 The CBSE conducted the JEE Mains on April 7 to select top

. candidates among 14 lakh students for oent,ra"y funded technical

institutions except 15 IITs

1 This year, the merit list will be drawn based on the combined score
*of students in JEE Mains and school leaving examinations

¥ However, the formula for normahsatlon of school marks has not yet

been finalised | .

Y
"u

40 per cent, the formula for nor-
“‘malisation of school marks has

., _notyetbeenﬁnahsed. .
- ¥ Lastyear, the HRD Ministry

had formed a high-level com-
mittee to finalise a formula to
normalise scores awarded by
different state school boards

__inIndia after the directors of 30
for entry to all centrally funded

National Institutes of Technol-
ogy agreed to induct students
based on JEE Mains” merit ljst.
There are 40 boards and marks
they give differ hugely. While
the Uttari Pradésh board is
tough, certaift vtier bsards'are

60 per cent and school leaving
.examinations to the extent of

generous in awarding marks,
creating huge variations in the
marks obtained by students in
different states. The normalisa-
tion formuta was to ensure that
every student’s score is nor-
malised to one level and no
one is put to a disadvantage.
A meeting held yesterday
under the chairmanship of
HRD Minister MM Pallam
Raju to discuss the matter

remained inconclusive. Two-

formulae .were.debated- but
none agreed upon. Raju said:

“We will finalise the formula

within-this Week” But he is
awhy 1o Germbity on'a triphthd

won't be back by the weekend.
NIT Directors said the delay
was heing caused to ensure the
perfect normalisation mecha-
nism. “We will again meet next
week to finalise the formula,”
Sameer Das, Director, NIT
Jalandhar said. ‘

The IITs had. last year
refused to join JEE Mains
regime and. instead decided
they would use JEE Mains
only to screen the top 1.50

. lakh students and put them to

another test - JEE Advanced -
later. ITTs had however agreed
for the first time to gwe weigh-
tage to school marks in selec-
tions by agreeing that only
those among the screened.
would make the grade who
figure in the top 20 percentile
of their respective school

. board examinations this yean

Actop scorer in JEE Advanced
would not enter ITTs if he fails
to be in the top 20 percentile
in hisschdol boatd reblilts 2 A
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State students likely to
falter at national IIT tests

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 12

Wiil it be the end of And-
hra Pradesh’s dominance
of prestigious ITTs, HITs,
NITs etc,, from this year?

Experts say that with the
repiacement of AIEERE,
UTJEE with JEE (Main)
ant JEE (Advanced) ang
the introduction of the
new selection procedure
for IITs, the number of stu-
dents from AP making it
to these prestigious insti-
tutions will come down
drastically this year,

AP students have been
securing neariy 30 per
cent of seats in prestigious
nationai institutes for the
last few years., Experts
say it would be good news
if just 10 per cent of state
students make it to the
selection list this year.

All these years, students
with just 60 per cent

State dominating

Hi=JEE scone g0 Tar

& Almost all top-10 nati-
onal-tevel ranks bag-
ged by state students

= 3,000 out of 10,000
seats in liTs bagged by
AP since 2010

marks in 102 were eligi-
bie to appear directiy for
IIT-JEE. This is not the
case any more, They must
now first appear for JEE
{(Main) and be ranked am-
ong the top-1,50,000. This
alone will not be enough.
These top-1.5 lakh rankers
must aiso figure in the top-
10 percentile list in 10+2
board exams. Only stu-
gdonts meeting both these

_conditions will be aliowed
 to appear for JEE (Advan-

ced), for admission to ITs.
“This will be the bone of
contention. For AP stu-

dents, to figure in the top-
20 percentile iist, they
must secure over &b per
cent marks in 1042, the
highest cut-off in the coun-
try. In the case of Tamil
Nadu, it is 78 per cent,
Karnataka 67 per cent and
Maharashtra 61 per cent.
The impact of these will be
known only after the dec-
iaration of eligibiiity list
for JEE (Advanced),” said
M. Srikanth, director,
Delta T Academy.
However, experts believe
that though the new pat-
tern may cause troubie for
AP students initially, the
probiem wiil be overcome,
“We have to welicome the
reforms aimed at giving
priority to board exams.
Otherwise, students who
focus only on IIT coac-
hing get selected for HTs,
bringing down the quality
of students at ITs,” saigd
Prof R.V. Raja Kumar,
vice-chanceilor, RGUKT.
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Univs to set up
chairs after 7
- Nobel winners

New Delhi: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)

and HRD ministry havedecid-

ed tosetupchairsinthename
of seven Nobellaureates of In-
dian origin. Five of them are
Indian citizens, and two are of
Indian origin.

University chairs would
be in the name of C V Raman,
Rabindranath Tagore, Amar-
tya Serr, Mother Teresa, Sub-
rahtnanyan Chandrasekhar,
Hargobind Khurana and Ven-
katraman Ramakrishanan.

“The proposed chairs
would be flexible in nature. A
Nobel laureate can come for
few months or few years. He
would alsonotbe spending the
entire duration in the institu-
tion but would be travelling
across other varsities deliver-
ing lectures. We would like th-
emtomotivate youngscholars
to carry out research,” UGC
chief Ved Prakashsaid. wv
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IIM Lucknow cuts fee
for MBA programme

Fees slashed to make
course more affordable
in a strained economic
situation that has hit
placements this year

By PrasHaNT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

.........................

NEW DELHI

he Indian Institute of

Management (IIM), Luc-

know, broke with the
country’s other leading business
schools by deciding on Friday to
cut the fees for its flagship post-
graduate programme to make
the course more affordable in a
strained economic situation that
has led to management gradu-
ates facing difficulties with
placements this year.

The fee has been reduced to
X10.8 lakh from 12 lakh, insti-
tute director Devi Singh said. At
a time when peers are increasing
fees, the move is a surprise, and
Singh said this was “precisely the
point”. The move will make the
institute more accessible, said
J.J. Irani, chairman of IIM Luc-
know’s board of governors.

“This decision of ours will not
only help many needy students
undertake education at institu-
tions like ours, it will also widen
the area of selection among eligi-
ble students for undertaking the
education in IIMs,” he said in a
statement. “In today’s environ-
ment when education is becom-
ing costlier, IIM Lucknow would
like to take a lead.” The cost of

education can't keep going up,
Singh said. “The course fees are
intimidating the poor and mid-
dle class students who want to
apply,” said Singh, who runs an
institute that's usually ranked
fourth after the IIMs at Ahmeda-
bad, Bangalore and Kolkata in a
country that has nearly 4,000
business schoois. The IIMs are
considered an epitome of quality
management education in the
country. The Lucknow institute’s
decision comes in the wake of
those at Ahmedabad and Banga-
lore increasing fees. IIM
Ahmedabad increased course
fees to ¥16.6 lakh for the 2013-15
batch from 15.5 lakh for the
2012-14 batch. IIM Bangalore
raised it from 15 lakh to 17
lakh, becoming the costliest of
the IFMs. Singh said course fee
increases may not be the best
way to generate funds and that
even universities such as Yale get
just 10% of their revenue from
fees, “In the last nine years, the
institute’s ([IM-Lucknow) impe-
tus has been on efficient finan-
cial management and broad-
basing our revenue sources,”
Singh said in a statement. "We
have been successful in achiev-
ing this. We have no reliance on
government grants now, Every-
one can be assured that this de-
cision of ours does not mean re-
duction in either the quality of
education, infrastructure or any
other services in the institute,”

The move by IIM-Lucknow
seems logical, given the difficul-
ties in placements.

“Students now are conscious

about return on investment.
When the economy is not doing
well and the placement situation
is stretched, such a move is a
sign of this realization,” said an
education expert in New Delhi,
requesting anonymity. Mint re-
ported on 18 March that many B-
Schools, including the IIMs,
struggled to find employment for
all their students this year, large-
ly because of three reasons—an
inflated batch size, many firms
having shrunk their hiring plans
and a lack of enthusiasm on the
part of former key recruiters
such as banks and other finan-
cial institutions. 1M Indore held
its convocation programme last
week, before placing all its stu-
dents. “Generally, this year was
tough for everyone in terms of
placement,” Singh of IIM Luc-
know said. For instance, an offer
of 10 lakh a year was down to
7 lakh this year, he said, adding,
howevet, that as a principle IIM-
Lucknow doesn’t share place-
ment details of students.

Ashish Bharadwaj, vice-presi-
dent, Asia-Pacific, at Graduate
Management Admission Coun-
cil, which conducts the Graduate
Management Admission Test for
admission to MBA programmes,
said: “On a broader level, leading
Indian business schools have in-
creased their fees significantly in
the last few years, and the diffez-
ence between Indian schools
and foreign schools is not huge.
Students will now become de-
manding, and institutes cannot
avoid providing quality educa-
tion."
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lIM-B PG course fee
jumpsup by Rs 2L

BANGALQORE, DHNS: The Indi-
an Institute of Management
Bangalore (IIMB) has officially
confirmed the six per cent hike
in fees for the 2013-15 batch of
post-graduation course, on a
day its counterpart ITM-Luc-
know slashed it by 10 per cent.

Replying to Deccan Herald’s
queries on the increase in fees,
Aparna Datta, head of Commu-
nications, IIMB, said “The fees
for the incoming batch of PGP
2013-15 has been increased to
Rs 17 lakh for the two-year pro-
gramme,” The earlier figure
wasRs151akh

This will cover tuition fees,
hostel accommodation, health
insurance, course and reading
material, including cases and
books, computing facilities, li-
brary and other academic and
¢o-curricular expenditure,

The Press Trust of India,
quoting IM-Lucknow’s direc-
tor Devi Singh, reported from
Lucknow: “...The fees are being
slashed by 10 per cent from the
current Rs 12 lakh to Rs 10.8
lakh.”

J J Irani, chairman of the
board of governors, was quoted
as having said “in today’s envi-
ronment, when education is be-
coming costlier, IIM Lucknow
would like to take a lead, This
decision will help many needy
students to undertake educa-
tion ininstitutions like ours.” In

sharp contrast, the IIMB has
maintained that the six per cent
increase in fees was linked to
current inflation and consumer
indices,

Asked for his comments on
the fee hike, IIMB director
PankajChandrasaid “I will not
be able to say anything. I have
not seen any news from Luc-
know and I cannot comment
on that.”

Another premier manage-
ment institute, IIM Ahmed-
abad (ITMA) has also increased
the fees to Rs 16.6 lakh from Rs
15.5 lakh, an eight per cent in-
crease.

However, speaking to Deccan
Herald from Ahmedabad,
IIMA Director Samir Barua
said “it is true that we have in-
creased the fees. But one hasto
lock atit from our perspective.”

Stating that no other IIM ed-
ucates people for free, he said
that in the last five years, the
IIMA, on an average is educat-
ing eight per cent of the stu-
dents for free.

“Our fee structure is based
on the income level. About 20-

. 25 per cent of the students are

charged Rs 0. And we also give
fee waiver for those from in-
come groups a little higher
than this, extended up to a
maximum of about 17 per ”
Barua said, justifying the in-
crease.
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= The university will pravide 54,000 new laptops to Its students.

SONU MERTA/HY PHOTO

Undergraduate

students to

et

laptops in D
NEW SESSION Varsity officials said the
computers will be preloaded with e-lectures

HT Correspondent

shireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI;: All students who take
admission in the undergradu-
ate courses of Delhi University
(DU} from this academic session
onwards in July will be provided
with free laptops, the adminis-
tration has decided.

The Delhi University has
decided to start a new four-
year baccalaureate honours
degree from the coming session
with the curricula of all sub-
jects being revised. Eleven new
compulsory foundation cours-
es, with emphasis on learning
through online lectures, applica-
tions and games, are also being
introduced.

“Each student will need a
laptop under the new system as
we are using IT in a big way to
make the courses more interest-
ing. The university has made the
decision to provide the students
with these,” a senior DU official
said.

There are 54,000 seats at
the undergraduate level in
the university. All students
would be provided with a lap-

top irrespective of the course
they are admitted into. The
laptops will have special soft-
ware Joaded embedded in them.
A plan to have previously loaded
e-lectures and e-books for the
compulsory foundation courses
is also being discussed.

The laptops will be provided
to each college, which will in turn
disburse them among students
after signing an undertaking or
depositing a security amount.
The university has not floated
a tender to procure the lap-
tops so far and the acquisi-
tion is expected to be made
through government agencies.
The university officials are also
working towards creating an
infrastructure for better con-
nectivity and bandwidth in
colleges. -

A bandwidth of 1,000 MB
will be available in National
Knowledge Network, which can
be used to connect colleges and
carry out online lecture series.
The university had, earlier this
year, signed an MoU with the
Software Technology Parks of
India to improve its connectivity
and create an innovation park.
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Variety, flexibility in IGNOU

courses draw foreign students

- Avinash Singh Sudan

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Shruthi
Sasidhara Menon, born and
raised in Bahrain, chose IG-
NOU over other universities for
higher education. Shruthi com-
pleted her postgraduate diplo-
ma in human resource man-
agement with merit. She was
awarded gold medal by the
President Pranab Mukherjee
at 26th convocation of IGNOU
ont its campus on Friday.

She said, “Very few univer-
sities in Bahrain have such
wide variety of courses, which
IGNOU offers. IGNOUs study
material is equivalent to that
of foreign universities. I chose
IGNOU because it was offer-
ing the course [ was looking
for. And its timings suit my

. schedule.”

Elamurugu Soupramanien,
director of IGNOU’s partner
institution in Bahrain, said,
Shruthi works in an auditing
company here so she does not
have the time to attend the
regular course, “IGNOU gives
an opportunity to working
people not only in India but
also in foreign countries to
carry on with their studies,” he
said. “Shruthi only gets two to
three hours after work, which -
she utilises to study. Her hard-
work has paid off”

Outside the limits of our
own nation, IGNOU hasa
meaningful and significant
presence in 43 countries with
anetwork of 80 partner insti-
tutions having around 54,000
international students.

Pranab Mukherjee said, “In
aspan of 27 years, the varsity
has become a pioneer for
open and distance learning in
the country. It meets the edu-

cation demands of 30 lakh
students in India and 43 other
countries through'a network

No arms, just
gutstofight

Fighting against all odds,
Bandana Kumari of Jhark-
hand has shown, where
there is a will, there is a way.
She recelved Prof Grover
cash award far emerging
meritorious in BA Hindji
{Hons), reports DHNS.

She does not have arms
since birth but it did not stop
her from pursuing her
dreams. Bandana alsa learnt
to paint with her foot, “i
have always been fascinated
by colours. So | pushed my-
self to learn to paint with
foot,” she said.

She has a brother who is
afso physically challenged.
He does not have one arm
and a right thumb. “| want
my brother to do well. | tell

of 67 regional centres, around
3,380 learner support centres
and 80 overseas centres,”

Prof M Aslam, vice chancel-
lor said the varsity has grown
into the largest open universi-
ty in the world, “The Pan

Bandana Kumari receives cash award at the convocation.

him nothing can stop you if
you are persistent,” Bandana
said.

Her uncle who accompa-
nied her to the convocation
said, "Bandana is a brave
girl. She has made all of us
praud. IGNOU has been very
supportive. Had the univer-
sity not helped her, she
would not have made it,” he
said.

“But, had the university
informed us about the con-
vocation a few days ago, we
would have got the tickets
booked. Now we will have to
return on Friday night with-
out reservation,” he added.

Bandana said when no
other college or university
admitted her, IGNOU offered
a silver lining. "l am thankful
to IGNOU. It has given a new
meaning to my life”

Africa e-network project of
IGNOU offers a range of pro-
grammes to around 30
African countries. Our audio-
video programmes reach an
estimated 10 million homes
everyday now,” Aslam added.

Page 34 of 44



April 14

Deccan Herald ND 14.04.2013 P-6

Top varsities across
world lap up
[IMB case studies

Ramzauva Chhakchhuak

BANGALORE, DHNS: Case
studies prepared by the faculty
of the Indian Institute of Man-
agement Bangalore in 2012-13
are being studied across vari-
ous top-notch universities and
firmsin the country and across
the globe.

As part of a three-year con-
tract, the IMB signed an agree-
ment with the Harvard Busi-
ness Publishing (HBP), a
subsidiary of Harvard Univer-
sity, in 2011 by which the latter
would use its wide reach to dis-
tribute case studies prepared
by the IIMB.

As many as 24 case studies
were submitted for the year
2012-13 and these have been
picked up by 120 universities
and a number of business firms
in 40 countries.

“All the case studies are
based on the Indian context.
The most popular among the
2012-13 batch is, for example,
the one titled ‘Bosch Group in
India: Transition to a Transna-
tional Organisation’. Already
1,170 copies of this case study
have been purchased,” said Dr
Dinesh Kumar, chairperson,
Research and Publication. The

second most popular is a case
study titled ‘Supply Chain Op-
timisation at Madurai Aavin
Milk Dairy’, which has already
over 500 copies.

The list of countries and uni-
versities who have availed of
these case studies, a copy of
which is with Deccan Herald,
is wide and varied. They in-
clude institutions in countries
such as the Bahamas, Kenya,
Colombia and Jordan, Switzer-
land, the UK and France.

As far as universities are con-
cerned, majority of them are
from the USA. Stanford Uni-
versity, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT), Yale Uni-
versity, Boston University are
some of the better known
names on the list. Cambridge
University, Stockholm School
of Business, the University of
Technology, Sydney, represent
institutions from other coun-
tries. In India, these case stud-
ies have been used by a number
of IIMs themselves namely
Ahmedabad, Calcutta, Indore,
Lucknow and IIT Madras
among others.

The case studies, it seems,
are popular not only with the
academia, but also with busi-
ness firms.
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Reschooling society
THE MOOC WAY

Massive Open Online Courses are dlsmpung traditional education

ixty years ago, the Ford Founda-
tion funded a study on what was
then a cutting-edge technology:
television. It concluded that tel-
evision had the power to drive down
costs, enable the collection of data on
how students learn, and extend “the
reach of the superior teacher to greater
numbers of students.” From 1957 to
1982, a local New York TV channel
broadcast a morning program of college
lectures called “Sunrise Semester.” But
ultimately, it was a massive failure.

In the 1990s, Columbia University
started a program to sell online classes
conducted by star professors (all using
pre-broadband era Internet) but the prom-
iseof customers who would pay to ‘attend’

lectures by legendary teachers never
reached fruition, and the university end- .

ed up losing $20 million on the project.

So what makes the current MOOCs-
~Massive Open Online Courses - differ-
ent, and poised for success, asks Andrew
Delbanco in the New Republic. “..It’'snot
just that the MOOC pioneers have an
infectious excitement,., They also have
a striking public-spiritedness,” he
writes. Stanford University’s Daphne
Koller; one of the co-founders of Course-
Ia; which posts courses taught by fac-
ulty from universities like Princeton,
Michigan and Duke and has three mil-
lion users, sees a future in which “a
math prodigy in a developing country
might nurture his or her gifts online and
then, having been identified by aleading
university, enroll in person.” Other be-
lievers like Stanford president John
Hennessy predict that higher education
is about to be hit by a “tsunami”.

Some people support MOOCs be-
cause they think they will help keep in
check escalating tuition at top universi-
ties. Unlike many other industries,
where technology has increased produc-
tivity, traditional college teaching is
" unproductive, with one teacher Yeach-
ing out to a maximum of 100-odd stu-
dents in a class. MOOCs could help
achieve scale,

There is a fundamental disconnect
between the providers of education and

@ moodboard/Corbis

NEXT BIG TRINK: The oaline model could keep escalating college luitions in check

its consumers, believes Salman Khan, *

one of the pioneers of the MOOC plat-
form. Indian-origin Khan founded the
nonprofit online-learning organisation
Khan Academy, the inspiration behind
many successful MOOCs. “One party
thinks they’re selling an enriching ex-
perience, and the other one thinks that
they’'re buying a credential... I think '

‘there’s an opportunity if we could de-

couple those things,” says Khan.

“I can see a day soon where you'll
create your own college degree by taking
the best online courses from the best
professors from around the world... pay-
ing only the nominal fee for the certifi-
cates of completion. It will change teach-
ing, learning and the pathway to em-
ployment,” wrote The New York Times
columnist Thomas Friedman recently.

For more; newrepublic.com;
onllne.wsj.con'i; ny‘times.com
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Reserved students
ruled out of JEE ’13?

YogitaRao [ TNN

Mumbai: Thousands of students
from the reserved categories might
be denied the chance to appear for
the second round of JEE this year
astheorganizershavefailed tofore-
seeaproblem. The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), the
organijzersof the JEE (Main)exam,
will shortlist candidates for the sec-
ond and final round, JEE (Ad-
vanced), based on their perform-
ance in thefirst,

The problem is that reserved
category students whoappeared for
JEE (main} were required to do so
merely based on their caste or tribe
claim (SC, ST or OBC), without any
supporting documents. While SC
(16%)and ST (7.5%)claims arerare-
1y false, OBC(27%) claims often are.
This is generally not deliberate and
arises out of mismatches between
state and central OBC category
lists. Last year, out of 4,800 0BC can-
didates who qualified for the IITs,
800 withdrew their claims and
sought seats in the open (general)

category.

“Several times, students claim
they belong to a particular caste,
which is considered as OBC by his
or her state, but not by the Centre,
Such candidates are rejected,” said
an IIT official. “Also, non-creamy
layercertificates are issued everyfi-
nancial year. If one is outdated (as
income can change every year), it is
rejected. Every IIT gets such cases.”

Caste or tribe proof documents
are usually sought at the time of ad-
mission. But this year, the docu-
ments should have been a require-
ment at the application stage given
the two-tier exam system, said Dr
Ishwarchandra Nagre, a parent
from Aurangabad. “Even if a cou-
ple of thousand reserved category
students make false claims or fail to
produce valid documents, the same
number of genuine students who
could not get selected because of
scoringlessthanthefalse<claimstu-
dents will miss their chance to try
for acoveted ITT seat.”

Fore the full story, log on fto
ww. timesofindia.com '
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lIT-K’s woes

section of the IIT-Kanpur faculty is a dis-

illusioned lot nowadays. It feels the focus
of the institute has. shifted from academics &
research to carrying out unheard of changes in
work style. Director Indranil Manna is exhort-
ing his dons and other staff members to carry
visiting cards, change email ids, and acquire
uniform PNT numbers of office and home.
Manna has come from IIT-KGP, which has
been embroiled in many controversies, and his
style of functioning has few takers among the
professors.



P The States, rather
than the Centre,
should set up
institutions of
excellence for the
desired trickle-
down effect.

C. N. Krishnan

any Central Gov-
ernment studies
have uniformly
shown up the
rather poor quality of our engi-
neering education as a whole,
The very ‘employability’ of the
bulk of our engineering gradu-

ates is in question today.
The only exception to this

are the IITs and other centrally’

administered institutions such
as the NITs, IIITs, These, how-
ever, together produce cnly
about 1 per cent of our engi-
neers, while over 95 per cent of
them come from the State-level
institutions +- largely from pri-
vate colleges affiliated to State
universities.

How have the different play-
ers on the scene responded to
the crisis? The 'industry, the
private managements or the
State governments have done
pretty little to enhance quality
of our engineering education, It
is only the Central government
that has been taking some ini-
tiatives to address the quality
issue - by pumping more funds
into the existing IITs and NITs;
starting more IITs, NITs , II-
ITs, ISERs, Central Universi-
ties.

The thinking seems to be
that ‘quality’ would first be cre-
ated in the central institutions
like the IITs, as well as perhaps
in a few private universities,
which would then “trickle
down” to the other layers
below.

NO TRICKLE DOWN

Even if one assumes that the
trickle-down formulation
works to the script, it is too
little and too late to address the
demands of the times.

Business Line ND 15/04/2013 p-9

Engineering quality education

The Centre's responsibility goes beyond creating islands of excellence such as the IITs.

First, the numbers - we have
about 3,000 engineering col-
leges in the country with about
2 lakh teachers and about 33
lakh students on the rolls. As
such, the existence of some 50-
odd high quality central insti-
tutions is highly unlikely to im-
pact on the overall quality
scene,

Second, the centrally con-
trolled institutions are pretty
much a closed system, with ve-
1y little links with the larger
state system. Even if quality is
created in the former, little of it
percolates to the latter,

Finally, and more fundamen-
tally, in the era of the Net and
the Web, all have equal access
to the latest in the world's
knowledge pool.

One does not any more have
to wait for the IITs to first gain
access to the latest from their
contacts in the West, and then
wait for it to trickle down to the
rest in the country - no 'mid-
dlemen'’ are needed any morein
the flow of knowledge,

In short, the huge State uni-
versity system need not have to
wait for quality to trickle down
to them- the State system can
and should address the issue of
quality in engineering educa-

i

tion on their own, but very
much in partnership with the
Centre which has most of the
resources. . -

LOOKING BEYOND

Raising the quality of engineer-
ing education in the country in
significant ways, beyond just
tokenism, can indeed be at-
tempted if two conditions are
accepted by the parties con-
cerned: .

Central Government has to
accept that its responsibility in
the matter is to the entire na-
tion, and not limited to some
handful of its own institutions
catering to a tiny elite;

State governments have to
accept that they too have deep
stakes in raising quality in their
institutions and should be
ready to partner with the Cen-
tre in the matter.

The Centre has to change the
attitude that they will fund only
those institutions whom they
control; they have to extend ad-
equate and sustained funding
to well performing state level
institutions in partnership with
the State authorities.

There must be at least 50 of
them today in the country that
can be selected immediately

through a dialogue with the
States, and without changing
their present ownership struc-
ture. Attempting to bring 50-
odd State-level institutions to
the “IIT Class” with in the next
five years would be more cost-
effective and sustainable in the
long term compared to starting
new IITs,

The scope and scale of this
could be expanded subse-
quently depending on how well
the States are able to use the
scheme to enhance quality. Al-
$0, a quality institution in the
State system would have an im-
pact on the larger system than
what a Central institution
would have.

BIAS AGAINST STATES

We need to get rid of the mis-
conception that quality can on-
ly be maintained by central
government institutions, and
States can only bring up the
numbers. .

For one thing, this has not
been the case the world over,
even in the US, where the
world famous universities have
been created, monitored and
regulated by the State govern-
ments - there are no Federal
Universities in the US.
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Till 30-40 years ago, it was
the State universities and col-
leges that represented quality
in most fields -- Guindy Engi-
neering college in Chennai,
VITI in Mumbai, Bengal Engi-
neering College in Kolkata, and
Roorkee Engineering college in
Uttar Pradésh were the leaders,
Clearly, this situation can be
recreated and excellence nur- .
tured within the State system, if
a new deal is put in place be-
tween the Centre and the states

ANEW DEAL

The time has come for a ‘new
deal’ between the Centre and
the States in this field.

" The Centre is already
stretched in its efforts at setting
up and managing more and
more engineering institutions
on its own; this process obvi-

) _ously has its limits.

It should not, therefore, pro-

' ceed any further with this mod-

el; its role should be redefined
and restricted to one of en-
abling, supporting and funding
the State systems to create
quality. B
Many States today can com-

mand the academic, intellec-
tual and  administrative
expertise, as well as the passion
and the energies (including
those of their diaspora), to take
major responsibilities in this -
sphere and thereby lighten the
burden on the Centre. Many
States would be right away
ready to share the burden if

. they are taken as partrersin the

process. .
To start with, there is no
need to insist on uniformity

, across all the States in the mat-

ter; those States who want ta. -
and who are ready for such a
deal should be firstly engaged
with in this process, and the
rest can join as and when they
are ready.

Such a recasting of roles of
the Centre and the States has
today become a possibility, as
well as a necessity. '

(The author is a retired professor of
engineering associated with ¢
private R&D organisation.}
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34 private varsities run
illegal study centres

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA m
NEW DELHI

A number of universities are
engaged in running a rack-
et of cgﬁsening study centres
across the country in violation
of their prescribed territorial
jurisdictions in alleged
¢onnivance of the Government
authg}iltliies. bod
™ ile the reéulato o
«~ Universi ranterCOm)f
mission (UGC) — has listed 21
universities as fake, there are
about 34 established private
universities which have been
flouting norms and operating
beyond their permissible juris-
diction. Some of them are using
the name(s) of famous person-
alities like Mahatma Gandhi,
Indira Gandhi or Rajiv Gandhi,
Presently there are a total of 154
rivate universities governed
Ey the UGC (Establisﬁment of
and Maintenance of Standards

in Private Universities)
Regulations, 2003,

A top official in the HRD
Ministry said that the Minist
was aware of the racket and wi
soon launch a joint crackdown
with nine State Governments.
One such case, which the UGC
has been probing for the last
five months, is about Mahatma
Gandhi University (MGU)
‘operating’ from North-eastern
State of Meghalaya. It has
opened several study centres

across the country by flouting
norms laid by the Centre, State
and UGC,

“It has violated all norms
and o‘fened study centres
beyond its territorial jurisdic-
tion, Located at West Garo
Hills, the MGU has not been
authorised to run courses
beyond the State of Meghalaya
as per the regulations of
Distance Education Council,’
sald a HRD official.

Continued on Page 4

34 private varsities run illegal study centres

From Page 1

Other universities which
have come under scanner are
Meerut-based Swami
Vivekanand Shubwati
University, Jaipur National
University & NIMS University
in Rajasthan and Vinama
Mission University from
Sikkim, Private universities have
been duly established through
a State or Central Act by a spon-
soring body under the Societies
Registration Act 1860, or any
other corresponding law for
the timebeing in force in a
State or public trust or a
Company registered under the
Section 25 of the Companies
Act, 1956,

MHRD and UGC together
have received about 34 com-
plaints similar to the MGU
from Northeast States, Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Punjab, Chhattisgarh,

Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.
According to the UGC, all pri-
vate universities should ensure
adherence to Regulations and
failure to comply would render
any degree/ dipfoma awarded
a private university as unspec-
ified and invite penalty under
Section 24 of the UGC Act.

On the basis of a complaint, -

the court last month issued
notices to the Centre, HRD
Ministry, DEC, UGC and
MGU, Meghalaya. A petition-
er has already approached the
Delhi High Court to initiate
vigilance inquiry against the
collusion of DEC and private
universities in running the
racket, DEC is a statutory body
established by the HRD
Ministry to regulate distance
education, The MGU s
approved by the DEC and UGC
but not authorised to breach the
territorial jurisdiction, The uni-

versity came into existence by
Gazette notification in Janu
2011. As per UGC regulations,
any private universi% may be
permitted to open off-campus
centres, off-shore campus and
study centres only after five year
of its existence,

Sources said that it has been
brought to the notice of the com-
mission that the university has
;)hpened 500 study centres across

e country and about 30 study
centres abroad to run courses
through distance education
mode. The DEC states, “In case
of State universities (both
Government-funded and pri-
vate), the territorial jurisdic-

* tion will be as per their Acts and

Statues but not: beyond the
boundaries of their respéctive
States”, In a RTI reply, the UGC
categorically stated that it has not
recognised any study centres of
the MGU outside Meghalaya,
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AICTE puts 101 colleges on
notice for poor standards

MRamya | TnN

Chennai: Ahead of the new
academic year, the All India
" Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) has cracked
down on technical institu-
tions that do not meet quality
standards and other require-
ments. The AICTE has sent
notices to 101 institutions
acrossthe countrytogetthem
to pull up their socks.
Twenty-six of the institu-
tions that have received no-
tices from AICTE are in And-
hra Pradesh, 23 are in Ma-
harashtra and 12 colleges are
in Uttar Pradesh. Six institu-
tions in Tamil Nadu, includ-
ing one business school, have
been asked to explain their
position. Colleges in Erode,
Dharmapuri and Theni have
been asked to explain why
-they have not complied with
the rules and regulations for
setting up an institution.
Educational consultant

Colleges issued the
notice have to
explain their
non-compliance and
efforts taken to
upgrade institutions
onApril16 and 17

Moorthy Selvakumaran said,
“Many of the colleges have
defaulted on the faculty and
infrastructure requirements,
but some have also been
pulled up for offering app-
lied science courses in engi-
neeringcolleges.”

. Courses like BSc Informa-
tionTechnology, BS¢ Bioinfor-
matics and MSIT are being of-
fered in engineering colleges
becauseIT companies that vis-
it the college for placements
are now meore inclined to em-
ploy these graduates, who are
expected to possess the same
skills as BE/BTech graduates,
at lesser cost to the company.

Academics said this was
only an audit of 5% of the col-
leges perceived to have prob-
lems. Former vice-chancellor
of Anna University E Balagu-
ruswamy said, “As many as
40% of all engineering colleg-
escanbeclosed downforwant
of faculty shortage, infras-
tructure requirement and ha-
rassment of students and fac-
ulty. In Tamil Nadu alone, 200
colleges can be closed down.”

The colleges that have
been issued notice have been
asked to explain their non-
compliance and the efforts
taken to upgrade their insti-
tutionson April16and 17.

Earlier this month, Anna
University had issued show-
cause notices to 200 affiliated
engineering institutions in
TN. V-C in-charge of the uni-
versity PKalirajsaid, “Thisis
not to threaten them. We are
not closing down the institu- °
tions, This is only to get them
to improve their quality.”
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INNOVATION

Research update

~_ acrossthe globe

Dark Light

Scientists at the
universities of Glasgow ancd
Torontao have finally uncovered
the mechanism by which
carotencids — the same
pigment that gives carrots an
orange colour — help
chlorophyll turn light into
useful chemical energy. The
importance of carotencids in
the photosynthetic process has
been under study since the last
G0 years. However, what
remained unknown was the
way inwhich carotenoids
converted light energy into

chemical energy. A series of
eXperirnents carried outin
Glasgow and Toronto showed
that a special ‘dark state’ of the
carctenoid — a hidden level not
used for light absorption at all
— acts as a medliator to help
Pass the enerqgy it absorbs very
eff iviently to a chlorophyll
pigment. Despite speculations
almout the presence of
carctenoids for many years,
this report by professors
Richard Cogdell and Greg
achioles and their colleaques
rernains the clearest evidence
to date.



